










GREEK CORNER 
AEP at Pitt
Alpha Epsilon Pi is happy to be helping plan Hillel’s IFest — a party to 
celebrate Israel’s 60th Birthday. This celebration will take place on Sunday,
April 6th at the University of Pittsburgh’s William Pitt Union. The fraternity is
pitching in the advertising for the event by wearing their IFest t-shirts while
promoting the event at tables set up in the Towers Dormitories on Pitt’s campus.
AEPi is excited to help get the word out for this fun event, to be involved with
the Hillel JUC, and to promote Jewish life on campus. 

AEP at CMU
As an organization founded to develop Jewish leaders, the Alpha Epsilon 
Pi Fraternity places a high priority on working closely with Hillel. The Alpha
Kappa chapter here at Carnegie Mellon University has several brothers on
the CMU Hillel Board, and devotes much time and effort to organizing events
and activities with Hillel to benefit the Jewish community as a whole. One
excellent example is the upcoming Israel at 60 party, co-sponsored by Alpha
Epsilon Pi and Hillel. This event, to be held on Carnegie Mellon’s campus on

May 2nd, is being planned by brothers of Alpha Epsilon Pi working in close
association with the leadership of Hillel. The combined experience of AEPi
brothers, who organize and host several philanthropy and social events for
the Jewish community, and the Hillel leadership staff will make this event an
occasion not to be missed. 

ZBT at CMU
Zeta Beta Tau Fraternity at Carnegie Mellon University has been busy 
participating in and initiating several social, community and philanthropic
events around Pittsburgh. They joined and ran with the Hillel team in Relay
for Life, assisted AEPi in decorating their Sukkah, and built a Sukkah of their
own. ZBT’s Jewish presence is continually represented on campus and in
the community. Their brothers attend services and Shabbat dinners through
Hillel, Chabad and Aish. In addition, they are currently involved with a 
philanthropy project named “Play for Peace,” which raises money for Seeds
of Peace. Seeds of Peace is a non-profit, non-political organization that 
promotes peace in the Middle East by bringing together teenagers of Israeli
and Arab backgrounds in order to educate them in peace-making skills.
Finally, ZBT again united with Chabad to wrap Chanukah presents for Jewish
children whose parents are imprisoned. 

Panthers on Parade: And One Cat Carries Message of Peace
Reprinted from The Jewish Chronicle of Pittsburgh • By Lee Chottiner • Executive Editor

In a notable act of collaboration, Jewish and
Arab students at the University of Pittsburgh
worked together to decorate a statue of a panther
that spreads the message of peace. 

Students from four campus organizations —
Jewish and Arab alike — designed one of 10
six-foot-tall fiberglass panthers provided by 
the Student Government Board. The so-called
“peace panther” is designed with the desert and
sky on its back and all the flags of all the lands
in the Middle East, including Israel’s and the
Palestinian Authority’s side by side, and the
word peace, in Hebrew and Arabic, is written 
at its base. 

The panthers were presented at a ceremony 
on Thursday, Jan. 10, at the Conney M. Kimbo 
Art Gallery in the William Pitt Union. Pitt
Chancellor Mark Nordenberg was on hand, 
as he poses with students above.

“The project was entirely student-directed,”
said Hillel JUC Director Aaron Weil. 

“They came up with the idea that we should
really do a peace panther,” Weil said. “They
approached the Saudi students and Muslim
groups and they sat down and designed it.” 

The so-called “Paint the Panther” project,
which reflected the recent dinosaurs on parade
arts program throughout Pittsburgh, was con-
ceived months ago by the Student Government

Board, which paid $60,000 in
activities fees for the panthers,
then accepted applications from
campus organizations to decorate
them. Student leaders mean for
this to become a tradition at Pitt. 

In October, one Jewish student,
Debra Singer, who worked at the
student government office,
devised the idea of Jewish student
groups volunteering to design 

one of the panthers, and started emailing
organizations about participating. 

Singer is studying abroad this semester, but
Rachel Doran, 20, of the Panthers for Israel,
took over for her and continued corresponding
with Jewish and Arab students about the 
panther project. 

One student contacted was Salem Sulaiman of
Saudi Student House. 

“At the beginning we thought that it might be
about politics and we told her that if this project
has to do any thing about politics then we don’t
want to participate in it as it is against the Saudi
Student House constitution,” Sulaiman said.
“However, Rachel and Debra explained to me that
this project is simply about sending a message
to people that we are all looking for peace.” 

In all 12 students — three each from Panthers
for Israel, Hillel, Muslim Student Association,
and Saudi Student House — spent 20 hours a 

day for four days painting the panther, according
to Doran. 

“From the beginning it [the project] had legs,”
she said, noting that the peace message of the
panther statue was something all the groups
could agree on. “We all support a two-state
solution,” she said. “That’s very important to us.”

The other groups that decorated panthers were
Pitt Pathfinders, Black Action Society, The Pitt
News, the Student Government Board, Tau Beta
Sigma, POMS, American Chemical Society, the
Psychology Club and Fraternity and Sorority
Life (a collaboration of fraternity and sorority
groups). 

Doran hopes it will be on display shortly —
possibly on the lawn of the William Pitt Union. 

“I’m not saying ours was the best [panther],
but it definitely sent a message to this campus,”
Doran said. “Definitely people took note of
ours because of its controversial theme.” 

Jewish and Arab students both say the project
could lead to more collaborative efforts. 

“We are welcoming any kind of cooperation
with Jewish [students] whatsoever as long as it
is not against our constitution,” Sulaiman said.
In fact, “I already told Rachel that we are hosting
a Saudi Open Day on Feb. 22 and I’ll be sending
an invitation to you guys to come and learn
more about Saudi culture.” 

“We think this is a real door opener,” Weil said
of the peace panther, “to see what else do we
have in common besides a vision for peace on
the back of a panther.”

6



In 1938, Carnegie Mellon University existed
as two colleges — Carnegie Tech for men
and Margaret Morrison for women. Barbara
Shore, a native Pittsburgher, entered her
Freshman year at Margaret Morrison to begin
her studies in Social Work. She recalls her
experience during a generation when being
Jewish and a woman, at least on a college
campus, was not easy.

Barbara remembers an assembly during her
first year when Dean Green, the Dean of
Women, singled out the Jewish women and
made them stay behind. “All the Jewish
women were lectured on how we should
behave,” said Barbara. “Dean Green believed
that Jews should not be clannish.”

While Dean Green strictly prohibited Jewish
sororities at Margaret Morrison, Barbara recalls
two functioning Jewish men’s fraternities at
Carnegie Tech — Tau Delta Phi and Beta
Sigma Rho. In fact, the non-Jewish sororities
at Margaret Morrison did not allow Jewish
Women to join or participate in their activities.

“It was a huge injustice,” said Shore.

This policy remained in place until 1940,
Barbara’s junior year, when Dean Green was
replaced. During this year Barbara became
the President of the University Senate and
took active responsibilities in the lives of
Jewish women on campus.

“When I was President, some Jewish women
asked for my help in establishing a Jewish
sorority,” Barbara said. “I was happy to 
help them.”

The women she helped were freshmen and
sophomores at the time, and it is believed
that the sorority eventually developed into
the Alpha Nu chapter of Alpha Epsilon Phi. 

Jewish students were a small but active
minority at Carnegie Tech and Margaret
Morrison. According to Barbara, the University’s
newspaper, the Carnegie Tartan, was largely
run by Jewish students. Barbara was a news
editor, and her husband (though not yet her

husband at the time) was the business editor.
She recalls a controversial editorial about a
strike at Kaufmann’s written by her friend
Lenny Shatzkin. 

“Lenny was a Jewish Socialist. His article 
supported union strikes,” said Barbara. “The
owner of Kaufmann’s was furious. He put
pressure on the University to expel Lenny.”

According to Barbara, the Jewish community
became involved, and the Rabbi from Rodef
Shalom was brought in to speak with Lenny
about his behavior. The issue was resolved,
but caused difficulties for the newspaper and
for Jewish students on campus. 

“The whole thing was a violation of people’s
rights,” explained Barbara. “I couldn’t believe
the administration went along with it.”

Barbara also remembers discrimination toward
women, especially those interested in the 
sciences, “Some women took all engineering
courses, but were not permitted engineering
degrees, just a degree in general science.” 

After completing her undergraduate degree,
Barbara studied further to receive her master’s
at the University of Pittsburgh, and eventually
obtained a Ph.D. in Social Work. In addition,
she went back to complete a Masters in Public
Health in 1972. She was invited to serve as 
a faculty member at Carnegie Mellon as
Director of Admissions in 1972. She then
became the Director of the Masters Program
at Carnegie Mellon. In 1975, Barbara studied
at the Brandeis advanced school of social 
welfare before returning to Pittsburgh as the
Director of the Carnegie Mellon PhD Social
Work Program, where she remained until she
retired in 1996. 

Barbara does not recall a Hillel or any similar
Jewish student organization on campus until
recent years. 

“There were only a handful of Jews. The
Jewish women who lived in dorms went
home for the holidays, and most of us came 

from surrounding areas,” said Barbara. “It was
largely a commuter population.”

During her time on faculty, Barbara had 
a close relationship with Rabbi Joe Levine,
the Director of Hillel.

“My impression was that Hillel was small and
mainly supported a minority of undergraduate
Jewish students. I’m surprised to see how
much it has grown in the past few years.”

Barbara’s impression of Jewish college students
today is that they have many more choices
than they had in the past.

“In my day, Jewish women were either teachers
or social workers. Now, there are fewer Jewish
students in those fields because they are less
limited in what they can do,” she said.  

In addition, Barbara believes that students in
the sixties were much more socially active than
they are now. “My husband and I took our
children to Vietnam marches in Washington;
we were at the Martin Luther King “I Have a
Dream” speech. I hear about strong resistance
to war, and I see it in the polls, but I don’t see
hundreds of thousands of students marching
like they did in the seventies.”

She does, however, see an increase in Jewish
values among young people.

“Most Jewish students in my day weren’t
religious until they had children. There is
more student religious involvement now than
there ever was before,” says Barbara.

ALUMNI CORNER ALUMNI HIGHLIGHT: Barbara Shore
Defending Women’s Rights Since the Days of Margaret Morrison University
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A Triumphant Return
To some, he was just known as Ravid Tilles — active Hillel student. As he progressed through his freshman year to graduation, he gained
additional names: Rebbe Tilles, the Rav, and other names we don’t have time to mention. Ravid was not just the Pitt Hillel President who often
led services and offered a d’var torah here and there; it was clear that Ravid was destined to be a rabbi.

Predictably, Ravid graduated and moved on to Rabbinical School at the Jewish Theological Seminary in New York. Many of us still remember
the day he received his acceptance letter.

It was truly with a great deal of pride that Ravid returned to lead High Holiday services again this year. While it is not uncommon for the Hillel JUC
to engage a rabbinical student to lead the challenging High Holiday services, it is indeed a special reunion when Hillel brings back one of our own.
We are certainly excited to have Ravid return once again for services this fall. 
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Students at the Hillel JUC are bringing back the old tradition of
Beit Midrash. Literally, the term means a “House of Interpretation”
or a “House of Learning” in Hebrew. In the past, Beit Midrash
meant a place for Torah study and interpretation, as well as a place
to develop a practical application of Jewish Laws. The origin of Beit
Midrash can be traced to the early rabbinic period, following the
destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem in 70 C.E.

Members are bringing this “house of study” into 2008 at the Hillel
JUC building. Beth Tefillah synagogue and school in Baltimore,
Maryland gave the group a generous donation, which was used to
buy several books, including: 

• A new Talmud set, which is a record of rabbinic discussions 
pertaining to Jewish law, ethics, customs, and history; 

• Mishnah Brura, a work of Jewish law, including laws about prayer,
synagogue, Shabbat and holidays;

• Mishnah Torah, the only post-Talmudic work that details all of
Jewish observance, including those laws which are only applicable
when the Holy Temple is in place; and

• Sculchan Aruch, a written catalog which some believe is a very
authoritative compilation halakha since the Talmud.

The “storytelling,” Zach Sitkin explains, will take place from 8:30 
to 10:00 p.m. on Wednesdays in the Hillel JUC’s library. During 
this time, the students will form partners and learn together from
the books. They hope to gain valuable Jewish knowledge from the
many years of Jewish history.

A Taste of Tradition for Today’s Students




